
Sixteen members of the E. L. Meyers Speech & Debate team traveled to Cambridge, MA to compete in the 46th Annual Harvard National Invitational Forensics Tournament over Presidents’ Day weekend, this February 14-17.  Harvard is the largest and most prestigious high school speech and debate tournament in the country.


En route to the tournament, the team visited Concord and toured Orchard House, the family home of Louisa May Alcott; and, Walden Pond, the woodland cabin home of Henry David Thoreau.

Sophomore Angel Estrella came within one preliminary round win of achieving elimination rounds in junior varsity Lincoln-Douglas debate. In the course of the tournament he debated both sides of the resolution, “Resolved: States ought to eliminate their nuclear arsenals.”


Sophomore Michaela Barney placed second in a preliminary round room of competition with her original oratory entitled “From Diapers to Defiance.”

Also competing for Meyers at Harvard were senior Erin Cook, in informative speaking; senior Andre Roberson, in junior varsity Lincoln-Douglas debate; juniors Kevin Welles and Nicholas Wiley, in dramatic duo interpretation; juniors Tio Marello and Michael Jones, in public forum debate;  junior Patrick Franckiewicz, in dramatic performance; junior Anthony Martinez and freshman Carlos Buestan, in congress; sophomore Samaria Brown and freshman Logan Farrell, in original oratory; and, sophomores Sam Conklin and Brooke Chapple and freshman Michael Andrews, in extemporaneous speaking;  
Assisting the team in coaching and judging capacities were Meyers alumni Emily Cook, Emily Welles, Sara Woznock, Ron Woznock, Christian Hernandez, Sarah Borland, Joseph Borland, and friend of the team, Liana Walczak.  Joseph Borland was selected by the tournament to serve on the panel of judges for the final round of extemporaneous speaking.
